
JAMES W. SPURGEON 

Fax: 812 ~ 358~2301 1102 W. SPRING STREET 
BROWNSTOWN, INDIANA 47220 

May 9,2003 

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin 
..": 

Federal Communications Commission , . ,  
a'.:,., r, 445 12'" St., s w 
h . . \ :  s, '2 Washington, DC 20554 .il, 

Re: Proposed Changes to Multiple Ownership . ~ 1 ." .,,___ .if 1.: " 

Dear Mr. Martin. 

It is my understanding that there is a push to relax the FCC ownership rules. In that the 
number of radio & television stations owned by an individual or group could increase. 

When the FCC was formed, those who brought the FCC about, did not wish to let 
someone have a monopoly, and squelch freedom of speech, by siniply not letting 
someone else in the area not be heard. 

We need the ability to hear multiple points of view, so that an informed decision can be 
made. 

Thank you for your time. 

UNTY INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc 



EX PAFIE OR LATE FILED 

JAMES W. SPURGEON 

d 
BROWNSTOWN INDIANA 47220 

May 9,2003 

The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12"'St., S w 
Washington, DC 20554 

E," ';i :.: ,i ;:"3 

L;:. ~ . . . !. ,.,. .'. 3 "~.. . , , ,  

Re: Proposed Changes to Multiple Ownership 

Dear Mr. Adelstein, 

It is iiiy understanding that there is a push to relax the FCC ownership rules. In that the 
number of radio & television stations owned by an individual or group could increase. 

When the FCC was formed, those who brought the FCC about, did not wish to let 
someone have a monopoly, and squelch freedom of speech, by simply not letting 
someone else in the area not be heard. 

We need the ability to hear multiple points of view, so that an informed decision can be 
made. 

Thank you for your time 

AGENCY, Inc. 



EX PARTE OR LATE FILED 

May 13,2003 

.'j 
The Honorable Michael J Copps 
Commissioner 
FCC 

b , 9  
, ... ;.. ..*F fJ:;, ~. ... . . . 445 12th St., S w  

Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Proposal to Revise Broadcast Ownership Rules 

Dear Sir: 

Please do NOT relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from 
media monopolies. 

The proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near- 
total control of radio and television news and information in communities across our 
nation. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying you, the FCC, to relax these 
rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the 
air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. 
Please consider our democracy and our freedom and continue the broadcast ownership 
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our 
country. 

Respectfully, 

&- 
Joe Dahlheim 
2574 Begonia Way 
Alpine, CA 91901-1320 

Diane Dahlheim 



EX PARTE OR LATE FlLEr 

May 14, 2003 
6719 E. Malcomb Dr. 
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 

480-922-9767 (fax) 
mikelshoen@aol.com 

480-922-9766 

. , i  
2 .. . 

Michael Powell, Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission /h , 

445 12th St., SW 
Washington D.C. 20554 

E; I ,  I' I;. '; .I. 93 

i ;' 1: ...~. . 
by U . S .  Mail I. 

re: relaxation of newspaper-broadcast cross ownership rules 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I oppose the proposed deregulation of newspaper-broadcast cross 
ownership rules. 

Enclosed is a May 12 Seatt le Post -1ntelliaence r editorial which 
discusses the consequence of concentrated media ownership. The 
article states that television presents only the superficial, and 
has lost the ability "to report complicated but important stuff 
that bears on the lives of ordinary people". 

This is because, as the editor opines, "focus groups . . .  tell TV 
consultants that coverage of politics and government is 'dull' and 
that stories that bleed must lead." 

In other words, the profit motive requires that entertainment 
replace news. This is practical economics in the world of the 
oligopolistic mega-media owners. In the lost, past world of the 
many and varied owners, there were many and varied strategies to 
achieve economic survival. But with concentrated ownership, the 
number of creative avenues to real news decrease. 

Soon, we will have reality-TV llnews", just as we now have 
entertainment "news. It Both are oxymorons, but both are proven 
money-makers and the media giants will always choose the proven 
over the creative. 

Concentration of media ownership destroys competition in the 
presentation of news. It destroys real news. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Senator John McCain 
Michael L. Shoen 

I..... L . = ----c-c- 1 .  A w 

mailto:mikelshoen@aol.com


Keith e. Hudson, D.D.S, 
G e n e r a l  Dentistry 

. , ,  

I \ ;  

~. , 

Dear Mr.Powell: 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American 

These proposed changes would pave the way for gaint media conglooerates to 
citizens from media monopolies. 

gain near- total control of radio and television news and information in communities across our 
nation. And manv of the corprations that are now lobbing the FCC to relax these ownership rules 
already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important 
issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue the 
broadcast ownership protections that, for decades have to ensure a healthy political debate in our 
country. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Keith C. Hudson 
Colleyville. Texas 76034 - 1227 

( 8 1 7 )  2 8 1  3 4 4 4  * P.O. Box 1 2 2 7  * 5 2 3 2  Colleyrille ll!vd, - Colieyville, TX 7 6 0 3 4  (Near lor1 U'orrh) 
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www.rosspistons.com 

I,, . May 14,2003 1 ** 

The Honorable Michael J Copps b'4 1 
.r Commissioner 

Federal Communications Commis 
445 12 '~  Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 i-r 

Dear Mr. Coppq: Mt>'b 

. ., . . - I  

I urge you not to relax the broadcast% 
citizens from mec'la monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates 
to gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in 
communities across the nation. And many of the corporations that are now 
lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track 
record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more that one point of view on 
important issues. Therefore, for the sake of democracy and our freedom, I 
urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, 
have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

Yhat protect American 

Sincerely, 

Moe Mills 

http://www.rosspistons.com


The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12" street, SW 

Washington, DC 20554 i '  

i. I , _  ,: 

I. 

I .  

Dear Chairman Powell: 

1 urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules 
monopolies. 

that protect American citizens fronh&dia 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total 
control of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. Many of the 
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known 
track record in attempting to  keep opposing viewpoints off the air. Present day news organizations 
and the media have been at times advocates for a particular point of view rather than objectively 
reporting the news. Being advocates, present day news organizations and the media are de facto 
lobby groups, but they are exempt from McCain-Feingold Campaign Reform also know as the 
Bipaltisan Campaign Reform Act. 

If proposed "broadcast ownership rules" are adopted, independent voices in cities across the United 
States could be snuffed out by huge media corporations, Whole communities and even whole states 
and regions could be dominated by one media company which could decide which viewpoints to 
allow on the air and which to censor. The big media conglomerates have in the past used their 
power to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. These proposed rule changes would give them far 
greater power to keep opposing views off the air and out of the newspapers. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. Therefore, 
for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you and the Federal Communications 
Commission to  continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades have helped to 
ensure a healthy political debate in our country. I find it ironic that, at a time in history when 
America is sending troops around the world to  fight for freedom, our freedom of free speech at 
home is under attack by possible law changes in our own government. 

\ I 
Sincerely, 



P.O. Box 382381 
Birmingham, Ala 35238 
May IO,  2003 
Dear Mr. Martin 
Subject: Broadcast Ownership Rules 
The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein 

FCC 
445 12th St, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
Dear Mr. Adelstein, 
Please do not give approval to any request of the giant media conglomerates to gain control of the radio 

and television news content such that would prevent opposing views from being aired. I do not consider 
myselfto be a ‘politically correct’ citizen and I believe 1 deserve the right and privilege to be beard. 

i . .1 . 

Commissioner . .  r ‘ 
‘r 

I know we live in the world of ‘big money’ talks, however, 1 urge you to stand in the gap for little citizens 
as my self who are law abiding and God fearing people who cares about ‘free speech’; I am concerned what 
the future holds from my children and grandchildren and others of this great nation should we lose this 
right of free expression in our national media. 

and trust you will consider my request. 

Regards. - ,  

Noah D. Leopard 



JOHN N. KRESSBACH 
76 Johnson Avenue Gillette, N J  07933 

Phone: (908) 580-9035 Facsimile: (908) 580-9039 
www.kressbach.com E-mail: polqual@erols.com 

May 8,2003 
.i . ,,., . 

*..', 

,,.?'I 

E.: : ,>' ' , , :!.! 

1 

The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein, Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Adelstein: 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from 
media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near- 
total control of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. 
And many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules 
already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. 
Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our f?eedom I urge you to continue the 
broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political 
debate in our country. 

Respectfully yours, 

http://www.kressbach.com
mailto:polqual@erols.com


Jack A. and Janet L. Myers 
2070 Kenilworth Avenue 

South Daytona, FL 32119-2706 
. ,  ,,.. 

__”.--- 

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 

i 

r. 
445 12th Street, SW L. 

Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

Please do 
monopolies. 

Those proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total 
control of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many 
of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have 
a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air; 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. Therefore, 
for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership ; 
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media ! 

3 

Sincerely, L 

, Jack A. Myers 
May 14,2003 

Phone: (386) 761-9619 Email: JACKJAN@webtv.net 

mailto:JACKJAN@webtv.net


I E002 0 A W  

Jonathan Adelstein, Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St., SW : 
Washington D.C. 20554 
by U.S. Mail 

I_ 

May 14, 2003 
6719 E. Malcomb Dr. 
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 

480-922-9767 (fax) 
mikelshoen@aol.com 

480-922-9766 

re: relaxation of newspaper-broadcast cross ownership rules 

Dear Commissioner Adelstein: 

I oppose the proposed deregulation of newspaper-broadcast cross 
ownership rules. 

Enclosed is a May 12 Seattle Post-Intel lisencer editorial which 
discusses the consequence of concentrated media ownership. The 
article states that television presents only the superficial, and 
has lost the ability "to report complicated but important stuff 
that bears on the lives of ordinary people". 

This is because, as the editor opines, "focus groups . . .  tell TV 
consultants that coverage of politics and government is 'dull' and 
that stories that bleed must lead." 

In other words, the profit motive requires that entertainment 
replace news. This is practical economics in the world of the 
oligopolistic mega-media owners. In the lost, past world of the 
many and varied owners, there were many and varied strategies to 
achieve economic survival. But with concentrated ownership, the 
number of creative avenues to real news decrease. 

Soon, we will have reality-TV "news", just as we now have 
entertainment "news. I t  Both are oxymorons, but both are proven 
money-makers and the media giants will always choose the proven 
over the creative. 

Concentration of media ownership destroys competition in the 
presentation of news. It destroys real news. 

Sincerely, 

Michael L. Shoen 
cc: Senator John McCain 

mailto:mikelshoen@aol.com
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>-islost 
in shadow of TV 

IN THE NORTHWEST 

JOEL CONNELLY 

RONALD REAGAN MEANT the 
phrase “moming in America” as a 
metaphor on the eternal yoilrh of 
his country. Recent events, 
however, have convinced me that it 
means the best time of day for the 
angle of sunlight in TV coverage of 
warships returning from Gulf War 
II. 

“Image is everythmg,” the 
tennis star  Andre Agassi once 
proclaimed in a television spot for 
Canon cameras. 

What we’re getting these days 
are bright-and-shining images 
manipulated to cast our leaders in 
glorious light, and to obscure any 
serious question about their 
policies or conditions in this 
country. 

President Bush played top gun, 
landing aboard the canier USS 
Abraham Lincoln off the coast of 
San Diego to welcome home a slup 
and crew after long months of 
service in hat&‘sway 

On that samo day, up north 
where the Lincoln %based, alumni 
of other wars attendif Everett 
Community College were kmning 
that their veterans tuitioe 
discounts were being terminated as 
of this fall. 

As the carrier steamed north 
last week, the South Whidbey 
School District. home to numerous 
Navy families, was grappling with 
a potential S328.000 budnct 
shortfall and discussing Ghether to 

penetrated the cheery coverage on 
local television. Nor aid the 
national networks, beaming images 
of the president, point out that the 
Bush administration had tried to 
reduce by $172 million the federal 
impact aid money to school 
districts around the country- Oak 
Harbor is a prime example -with 
high numbers ofmilitary families. 

“tn the modem world, if you 
cannot put it on television, it does 
not exist,” fotmer Sen. Bob Kerrey 
wrote in his Vietnam era memoir, 

lay off teachers. . ,  
Of course, none of this ’* 

‘When I Was a Young Man.” 
Who does not exist on today’s 

ratingsdriven, consultant-crafted 
tube? 

The working poor, of course, 
are invisible Americans unless one 
of them commits a gruesome 
murder or a toddler is taken from a 
trailer court. So are students trying 
to balance classes and jobs as the 
bilk for a ‘public” education dimb 
through the roof. 

The dedine in government 
services -and steeply rising fees - 
go unreported by cable TV 
networks broadcasting live 
sFeec!!es by o l l ~  1eadc:s plsdgiig to 
rebuild schools and hospitals in 
Iraq. 

If you stray north of the border 
and watch CBC-m, issues such as 
global warming and the decline of 
wild West Coast salmon runs still 
get probing coverage. 

In the States, however, the 
Bush administration could use a 
Friday night order to prohibit 
wilderness studies over millions of 
acres of undeveloped federal land 
in the West and Alaska, secure in 
the knowledge that red-rock 
canyons of Utah earmarked for oil, 
gas and mineral development will 
never make it onto the screen. 

What gives? Our Constitution 
guarantees a free press as a 
fundamental safeguard of 
self-government. 

What the Founders never 
anticipated was that focus groups 
would tell TV consultants that 
coverage of politics and 
government is “dull,” and that 
stories that bleed must lead. 

imagined today’s imperial 
presidenq. On the day he was 
sworn into office, as I recall 
reading, Thomas Jefferson was so 
busy that he arrived back at his 
rooming house too late for dinner. 
He is, of course, the president who 
more than doubled the size of 
America and sent Lewis and Clark 
on their voyage of discovery. 

Nowadays, according to figures 
developed by the House 
Appropriations Committee, it cost 
taxpayers as much as $1 million to 
keep the Lincoln steaming just 
offshore, to land the president and 
to assure his security. 

Ln recent years, we’ve seen 
polls and photo backdrops used 
(with Bill Clinton) to determine 
where the president would take his 
summer vacation. We’ve seen a 
deputy White House chief of staff 
(under Reagan) tour Germany to 

Nor could they have remotely 

find the CoIICentTatiOII camp site 
with the best camera angles. 

Image is everything. It sure 
doesn’t reflect the reality of life in 
America, however. 

As well, imagery is being kept 
on an increasingly tight leash -as 
one Seattle photographer recently 
found out. 

According to the Bush 
administration, and Alaska’s 
conmessional delenation. the 
coGtal plain of thc-Arctic National 
Wildlife Rcfune is a f r o m  
wasteland - “5 flat, crummy place” 
in the words of one oil industry 
fa& Tine party line is reientlessly 
repeated by interests wanting oil 
and gas drilling in vast refuge. 

After 14 months living and 
taking pictures there, photographer 
Subhankar Banejee came away 
with very different images of 
creatures from great bears to tiny 
songbirds going about life in the 
:dead of winter. 

The National Museum of 
Natural History of the Smithsonian 
Institution has been set to exhibit 
refuge pictures from his new book, 
“Arctic National Wildlife Refuge: 
Seasons of Life and land, A 
Photographic Journey.” 

After his work was cited in 
Senate floor debate on drilling, 
however, the Smithsonian changed 
the exhibit. Quotations from such 
luminaries as former President 
X i y  Carter and naturalist-author 
Peter Matthiessen were deleted. So 
was Banerjee’s own descriptive 
phraseology. 

The Smithsonian has officially 
denied any interference, but leaks 
from stz! iexbers  hav? made 
dear exactly the sort of pressure 
that is exerted on our national 
museum. 

lkoublesome questions here: 
Has our dominant medium, 
television, lost its ability to get 
beneath the “photo-ops” offered by 
skilled White House handlers? And 
lost any urge to report complicated 
but important stuff that bears on 
the lives of ordinarypeople? 

And, witness the arctic refuge 
pictures, will images not to our 
leaders’ liking henceforth be 
banished from the main rotunda at 
the National Museum of Natural 
History? I‘d think the Bushies 
would be content that they already 
have a woolly mammoth displayed 
nearby. 

P-1 columnist Joel Connelly 
can be reached at 206-448-8160 
or joelconnelly@reanlepirom 
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480-922-9766 
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May 14, 2003 

Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 
GI. 8 6719 E. Malcomb Dr. 

c. mikelshoen@aol . com 
Kevin Martin, Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St., SW 
Washington D.C. 20554 
by U.S. Mail 

re: relaxation of newspaper-broadcast cross ownership rules 

Dear Commissioner Martin: 

I oppose the proposed deregulation of newspaper-broadcast cross 
ownership rules. 

Enclosed is a May 12 Seatt le Post-Intelliaence r editorial which 
discusses the consequence of concentrated media ownership. The 
article states that television presents only the superficial, and 
has lost the ability "to report complicated but important stuff 
that bears on the lives of ordinary people". 

This is because, as the editor opines, "focus groups ... tell TV 
consultants that coverage of politics and government is 'dull' and 
that stories that bleed must lead." 

In other words, the profit motive requires that entertainment 
replace news. This is practical economics in the world of the 
oligopolistic mega-media owners. In the lost, past world of the 
many and varied owners, there were many and varied strategies to 
achieve economic survival. But with concentrated ownership, the 
number of creative avenues to real news decrease. 

Soon, we will have reality-TV "news", j u s t  as we now have 
entertainment "news. '' Both are oxymorons, but both are proven 
money-makers and the media giants will always choose the proven 
over the creative. 

Concentration of media ownership destroys competition in the 
presentation of news. It destroys real news. 

Sincerely, 

Michael L. Shoen 
cc: Senator John McCain 



IN THE NORTHWEST 

JOEL CONNELLY 

RONALD REAGAN MEANT the 
phrase "morning in America" as a 
nxtaphcz on the c t e r d  ymtb of 
his counny. Recent events, 
however, have convinced me that it 
means the best time of day for the 
angle of sunlight in TV wverage of 
warships returning from Gulf War 
11. 

"Image is everything," the 
tennis star Andre Agassi once 
proclaimed in a television spot for 
Canon cameras. 

What we're getting these days 
are bright-and-shining images 
manipulated to cast our leaden in 
glorious light, and to obscure any 
serious question about their 
policies or conditions in this 
country. 

landing aboard the carrier USS 
Abraham Lincoln off the coast of 

President Bush played top gun, 

San Diego to welcbme home a ship 
and crew after long months of 
sewice in hafrp'sway. 

On that sam&d@y, up north 
where the h c  i9'bsed, alumni 

that their vermw n!!tiqp , 
discounts were being temiinaq as 
of this fall. 

As the canier steamed north 
last week, the South Whidbey 
School Disnin, home to numerous 
Navy families, was grappling with 
a potential $328,000 bud et 

. .  
shordall and discussing w a ether to 

Of course, none ofthis +. 
penetrated the ch coverage on 
local television. $3'id the 
naoonal network;, beaming images 
of the president, point out that the 
Bush administration had med m 
reduce by $172 million the federal 
impan aid money to school 
dismcrs around the wunny - Oak 
Harbor is a prime example - with 
high numbers ofmiljtary families. 

"In the modem world, if you 
cannot pur it on television, it does 
nor eldst," former Sen. Bob Kerrey 
wroie in his Vietnam era memoir, 

lay off teachers. ?. i. 

W e n  I Was a Young Man." 
Who does not exist on today's ., 

ralings-driven, consultant-crafted 
tube? 

The worldng poor, of course, 
are invisible Americans unless one 
of them commits a gruesome 
murder or a toddler is taken from a 
trailer court. So are students trying 
to balance classes and jobs as the 
bills for a "public" education dimb 
through the roof. 

The dedine in government 
services - and steeply rising fees - 
go unreported by cable TV 
network; broadcasting live 
speeches by our kaders pledging to 
rebuild schools and hospitais in 
Iraq. 

If you shay north of the border 
and watch CBC-W, issues such as 
global warming and the dedine of 
wild West Coast salmon runs st i l l  

find the concentration camp site 
with the best camera angles. 

Image is everything. It sure 
doesn't reflect the reality of life in 
America, however. 

As well, imagety is belng kept 
on an increasingly tight leash - as 
one Seattle photographer recently 
found out. 

According to the Bush 
adminishation, and Alaska's 
congressional delegation, the 
wastal plain of the Archc National 
Wildlife Refuge is a frozen 
wasteland - "a flat, a m m y  place" 
in the words of one oil industry 
Back. Tie party Line IS reienriessiy 
repeated by interests wantmg oil 
and gas drilling in vast refuge. 

After 14 months living and 
taking pictures there, photographer 
Subhankar Banerjee came away 
with very different images of 

cet ombina coveraae. creatures from meat beHs to tinv - .  
In the States, however, the songbirds goingabout life in th; 

Bush adminisnation could use a ;dead of winter. 
Friday night order to prohibit :. 8 The National Museum of 
wilderness studies aver millions of . Natural History of the Smithsonian 
acres of undeveloped federal land Institution has been set to exhibit 
in the West a n d l a s h ,  secure in ," refuge pictures from his new book, 
the howledge that red-rock . "Ar&c,National Wildlife Refuge: 
canyons of Utah earmarked for oil, &asom of Life and Land, A 
gas and mineral development will #hato hic in 
never make it onto the screen. 

rSenate floor debate bn drilling, 
guarantees a free press as a 
fundamental safeguard of : the exhibit. Quotations from such 
self-government. Uminaries as formei President 

What the Founders never 
anticipated was that focus groups 
would tell TV consultants that 
coverage of politics and 
government is "dull," and that 
stories that bleed must lead. 

imagined today's impenal dear exactly the sort of pressure 
presidenq. On the day he was that is exerted on our national 
sworn into office, as I recall museum. 
reading, Thomas Jefferson was so lbublesome questions here: 
busy that he anived back at his Has our dominant medium, 
rooming house too late for dinner. television, lost its ability to get 
He is, of wurse, the president who beneath the "photoqs" offered by 
more than doubled the size of . sldUed White House handlers? And 
America and sent Lewis and Clark lost any urge to re rt wmplicated 
on their voyage of diswvecy. but important s tu&at  bears on 

the lives of ordinary people? 
developed by the House . ! And, wimess ,the arctic refuge 
Appropriations Committee, it w a  , , ?  irmrrs, wiu images not m our 
taxpayers as much as 51 million to ' ' &aders'Wng henceforth be 
keep the Lincoln steaming just banished from the main rotunda at 
offshore, to land the president and theNational Museum of Natural 
to assure his security History? I'd think the Bushies 

In recent years, we've seen would be wntent that they already 
polls and photo backdrops used . have a woolly mammoth displayed 
(with Bill Clinton) to determine nearby .. 

,, '.< AIE?lIswork 
what gives? Our Constitution 

' . :however, the Smithso+ changed 

N r  c d d  thay have, remote!y 

Nowadays, according to figures 

where the president would take his 
summer vacation. We've seen a 
deputy White House chief of staff 

PI columnist Joel Connelly 
can be reached dl  20646&8(60 

(under Reagan) tour Germany to or joelconnelly@seattlepi.com 
~- 

mailto:joelconnelly@seattlepi.com


Kathleen Abernathy, Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St., SW 
Washington D.C. 20554 
by U.S. Mail 

May 14, 2003 
6719 E. Malcomb Dr. 
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 

480-922-9767 (fax) 
480-922-9766 
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I 1 MAY 2 0 2003 

FGC - MAILROOM 

re: relaxation of newspaper-broadcast cross ownership rules 

Dear Commissioner Abernathy: 

I oppose the proposed deregulation of newspaper-broadcast cross 
ownership rules. 

Enclosed is a May 12 Seatt le Post-Intelliuencer editorial which 
discusses the consequence of concentrated media ownership. The 
article states that television presents only the superficial, and 
has lost the ability "to report complicated but important stuff 
that bears on the lives of ordinary people". 

This is because, as the editor opines, "focus groups ... tell TV 
consultants that coverage of politics and government is 'dull' and 
that stories that bleed must lead." 

In other words, the profit motive requires that entertainment 
replace news. This is practical economics in the world of the 
oligopolistic mega-media owners. In the lost, past world of the 
many and varied owners, there were many and varied strategies to 
achieve economic survival. But with concentrated ownership, the 
number of creative avenues to real news decrease. 

Soon, we will have reality-TV "news", just as we now have 
entertainment "news. Both are oxymorons, but both are proven 
money-makers and the media giants will always choose the proven 
over the creative. 

Concentration of media ownership destroys competition in the 
presentation of news. It destroys real news. 

Sincerely, 

' 27uyeeQ A - k  

Michael L. Shoen 
cc: Senator John McCain 
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May 14, 2003 
6719 E. Malcomb Dr. 

480-922-9766 
480-922-9767 (fax) i : 

Michael Copps, Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St., SW 
Washington D.C. 20554 
by U.S. Mail 

re: relaxation of newspaper-broadcast cross ownership rules 

Dear Commissioner Copps: 

I oppose the proposed deregulation of newspaper-broadcast cross 
ownership rules. 

Enclosed is a May 12 Seattle Post -Intel lisencer editorial which 
discusses the consequence of concentrated media ownership. The 
article states that television presents only the superficial, and 
has lost the ability "to report complicated but important stuff 
that bears on the lives of ordinary people". 

This is because, as the editor opines, "focus groups ... tell TV 
consultants that coverage of politics and government is 'dull' and 
that stories that bleed must lead." 

In other words, the profit motive requires that entertainment 
replace news. This is practical economics in the world of the 
oligopolistic mega-media owners. In the lost, past world of the 
many and varied owners, there were many and varied strategies to 
achieve economic survival. But with concentrated ownership, the 
number of creative avenues to real news decrease. 

Soon, we will have reality-TV "news", just as we now have 
entertainment "news. Both are oxymorons, but both are proven 
money-makers and the media giants will always choose the proven 
over the creative. 

Concentration of media ownership destroys competition in the 
presentation of news. It destroys real news. 

Sincerely, 

Michael L. Shoen 
cc: Senator John McCain 
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May 13, 2003 

The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Proposed Broadcast Ownership Rules 

Dear Mr. Adelstein: 

I urge you NOT to relax the proposed broadcast ownership rules that 
protect American citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes to the broadcast ownership rules would pave the 
way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and 
television news and information in communications across our nation. And many 
of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules 
already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off 
the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of vie on 
important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our Republic and our freedom, I urge 
you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have 
helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

President 

State License # 0566040 
3700 Katelia Avenue. Suite 204 * Los Alamitos. CA 90720 (5621 799-1455 Fax: (562) 799-1458 

Marina del Rey: (310) 623-4631’ 
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May 13, 2003 

The Honorable Michael 3.  Copps 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Proposed Broadcast Ownership Rules 

Dear Mr. Copps: 

I urge you NOT to relax the proposed broadcast ownership rules that 
protect American citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes to the broadcast ownership rules would pave the 
way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and 
television news and information in communications across our nation. And many 
of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules 
already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off 
the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of vie on 
important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our Republic and our freedom, I urge 
you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have 
helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

President 

State License 4' 0586040 
3700 Katella Avenue. Suite 204 Los Alamitos, CA 90720 (562) 799-1455 Fax: (562) 799-1458 

Marina del Rey: (310) 823-4631 
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May 12,2003 

Re: Media Ownership Proceeding 02-277 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Since the era of James Madison and the Federalist Papers, our media has been the lifeblood 
of our values, culture and democracy. Concentrating that power in an increasingly smaller 
group is simply wrong. 

It's wrong for business in that it stifles competition and limits innovation. 

It's wrong for our culture in that it empowers the tyranny of a single world view. 

It's wrong for our democracy in that it strangles dissenting opinion and the new ideas that 
are the seeds of our future. 

Please preserve the lifeblood of our nation by limiting media ownership and ensuring a free 
and open marketplace of ideas. 

Sincerely, 

John Morley 
President, Parnassus Software 

http://www.ScriptWerx.com


L.S. LICHTY & ASSOCIATES 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONSULTING 
12882 DEAN STREET 

SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92705 

VOICE 

May 14,2003 

(714) 730-821 1 

The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Commissioner 
FCC 
445 12 '~  Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Ms. Abernathy: 

I am writing to ask that you not reduce broadcast and news ownership rules as is now 
being considered. 

I believe this will open the door for large conglomerates to engage in biased reporting 
and programming. As Americans, we deserve the right to a choice of newspapers or 
programming and to hear opposing viewpoints then make up our own minds to agree or 
disagree. 

I urge you to restrict any potential monopolistic changes. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Larry S. Lichty 

DATA INFRASTRUCTURE 



Mary Anne Kramer-Urner 
242 Dufour Street 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(831) 423-9129 

May 14,2003 

Federal Communications Commission 
Attention: Michael Powell, Chairman 
445 12” Street, sw 
Washington DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

RE: Proposed Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Regulation Changes 

I am deeply concerned to hear of the proposed changes to the FCC regulations that will 
allow h t h e r  concentration of our national media. This type of media monopoly has dire 
implications; for example, of the Americans that believed that they were well informed 
about the Iraq war, 90% of them received ALL of their information from the television. 
The general public knows only what the mass media provides. By hrther reducing the 
independent media voices to a small handhl of mega-corporations, we are quietly giving 
up an important part of our democratic process. 

The arguments being used in support of the changes are misleading. Particularly the 
argument stating that “the public gets confused with all the media choices”; this assumes 
that people have lost their ability to think critically and that they must have choices made 
on their behalf I, for one, want to be given the information so that I may make my own 
choice-this is my democratic right as a citizen. 

Please postpone the vote on this important issue, and provide a process for public 
comment and education on how these changes will affect every American. You have a 
responsibility to the people of this country; please act with integrity and give the people a 
chance to voice their concerns before you pass this regulatory change. 

Sincerely, 



May 13,2003 

The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner 

,i -; <, .., , , - f ir  Federal Communications Commission ,,,,: ; , ; , , . , A  
445 12th Street, SW Washington, DC 20554 

C ’  

Dear Mr. Adelstein 

I REQUEST you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens 
from media monopolies. I believe these proposed changes would pave the way for giant media 
conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in 
communities across our nation. 

I suspect many o f  the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership 
rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

I do not want the Murdoch’s of the world controlling the European and the U.S. media markets. 

A free press can not exist under the proposed changes. The smallest news organizations; 
whether broadcast or print, will be driven to  economic failure. 

The “free-press” concept was considered a necessity by our country’s founders. 

When we can only hear or see limited or points of view controlled by a single individual or 
organization on any issue, then we are no longer Americans. Our freedom of choice will have 
been given away. 

We will have joined the third-world and the FCC will have assisted in this wrong-doing. 

I expect you to fulfill your responsibility as my commissioner to uphold this uniquely 
American value through your regalatory wersight. 

Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue the 
broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political 
debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

Carlsbad, CA 92009-7853 
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May 14,2003 

The Honorable Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner 
FCC 
445 12" Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20553 

Dear Mr. Copps: 

I am writing to ask that you 
being considered. 

I believe this will open the door for large conglomerates to engage in biased reporting 
and programming. As Americans, we deserve the right to a choice of newspapers or 
programming and to hear opposing viewpoints then make up our own minds to agree or 
disagree. 

1 urge you to restrict any potential monopolistic changes 

Thank you for your consideration 

reduce broadcast and news ownership rules as is now 

Lady S. Lichty 
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Washington, 20554 

Re: Make Your Voice Heard on Media Diversity Before It's Too Late! 

Dear Commissioner Abemthy: 

I am writing to remind the members of the Federal Communications Commission that you are responsible for 
ensuring that the media "serve the public interest." I am conmmed that if the FCC continues to relax regulations on 
media ownership, the victor will be big business--and the c a d t i e s  will be the people of the US. 

The free flow of information, the benefits of local competition and the power of a diverse marketplace will virtually 

As a supporter of women's rights, I am concerned that the current media merger free-for-all threatens to rob us all of 
the independent voices, views and ideas that nourish a pluralistic, democratic society. 

The media are more than just a business; they bring information to people that affects their lives. We cannot have a 
healthy democracy, and women cannot pursue equal rights, rf we are uninformed on the issues. The media have a 
responsibility to serve the public interest and ensure that all voices are heard It is your job to promote this. 

disappear. 

Please remember U.S. consumers and citizens when you review the remaining regulations. These regulations must 
be kept in place, and strengthen& not weakened. The media giants already control far too much of onr precious 
infomation resources. 

Sincerely, A 

Maureen Robichaud 
64 Walnut Road 
Tewksburv. Massachusetts 0 1876 



G. June McLaughlin 
107 Circle Road 
Millersville, PA 1755 1 
February 12,2003 

Michael K. Powell 
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12 '~ Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

You are rushing through an important process that few in the public h o w  about. 
Lawmakers, musicians, academics and consumer groups have asked to delay the FCC's 
vote to allow more public comment. I know you have been urged to stay on schedule by 
Republicans and Commerce Secretary Donald Evans. This is wrong. The public has a 
right to know. 

Companies could own combinations of newspapers and television and radio stations in 
the same city and any one company could control TV stations reaching nearly half of the 
U.S. homes under broad changes to media ownership rules proposed Monday. 

Merging the dominant local newspaper with a major local TV station is dangerous to our 
democracy because it combines the key watchdogs that keep an eye on each other. Local 
newspapers and broadcast markets already are highly concentrated. More mergers will 
occur if the changes are approved; hurting competition and stifling diversity by leaving a 
few huge companies in control of what people see, hear and read. I no longer watch the 
news on TV. I do not feel that I am hearing the truth. 

Hopefully, you will reconsider. 

J d e  McLaughlin 



I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect 
American citizens itom media menopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media 
conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and television news and 
information in communities across our nation. And many of the corporations 
that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a 
known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on 
important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our fkedom I 
urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, 
have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our comtq. 

Sincerely, 


